AFTER THE TREATY

To Lord Granvtlle. Very Confidential. 5 October
*'. . . I thought it essential that Prince Bismarck should be made
acquainted with its contents with as little delay as possible, so I
asked Count Limburg-Stirum to send it by messenger to His
Highness at Friedrichsruhe.

To-day Count Stirum told me that Prince Bismarck having
received Count Minister's report of his conversation with
Your Lordship of ist inst. intended to answer it forthwith and
in detail by to-night's mail.

From the conversation which ensued I gathered that Prince
Bismarck would explain that in sending a German ship to take
part in the naval demonstration in favour of Montenegro, he
had stretched a point for the sake of supporting and promoting
the European Concert, but that he had every reason to doubt
that public opinion in Germany would support the Government
in taking part in any act of hostility against Turkey.

Germany would support the Concert of the Powers morally
but would not feel justified in going the length of lending material
assistance to coerce the Porte.

In regard to the local question of the Montenegrin frontier
he thought Austria would object to the employment of Russian
and Austrian troops but he did not expect the Austrian Govern-
ment would feel the same objection if an English intervention
were proposed. With regard to reprisals and the seizure of
some place as a material guarantee, Prince Bismarck was of
opinion that any such measure would probably fail to have
the desired effect on the Porte, and would therefore not fulfil its
object.

Count Stirum went on to say that Prince Bismarck felt hon-
oured by Your Lordship's wish to consult his opinion, but that
he felt himself reluctant to pronounce himself on the suggested
demonstration at Constantinople, the consequences of which
would be incalculable.

H.M.G. could, however, reckon on his cordial moral support
in keeping the Concert of the Powers together. ..."

By the "seizure of some place" Smyrna was indicated, but
Lord Odo reported a few days later that Bismarck had advised
the Emperor to act with Austria in declining to take part in the
proposed demonstration, which Count Hatzfeldt thought
Turkey would resist and which the Chancellor thought must
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